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480 THE MONIST. 

is approaching a world-wide drought. The splendid scheme of "The 
Inquiry upon the War" continues : in this number we have articles 
by N. Kostyleff of Petrograd on the psychological factors of the 
war, by L. M. Hartmann of Vienna University on the causes of 
the war and by Lujo Brentano of Munch University on the deep- 
est causes of the war. Of these three articles, the most interesting 
is undoubtedly the first very broad-minded study, writen from the 
laboratory of pathological psychology of the "Ecole pratique des 
Hautes Etudes" of Paris. There are the usual reviews, of books 
and periodicals, a chronicle, and French translations of the Italian, 
English, and German articles. * 

EDITORIAL COMMENT. 

The opinion here expressed of the value of the Scientia con- 
tributions on the war represents the judgment of the English re- 
viewer. We will only add that Eduard Meyer is a prominent his- 
torian who received the degree of doctor honoris causa from the 
University of Chicago. Writing from a German standpoint he 
naturally holds the English government responsible for the cause 
of the war. He enumerates his reasons in clear and terse language. 
In conclusion he predicts that unless the sea shall become equally 
free to all nations this war will be the beginning of further wars, 
and that an incidental but important result will be the unexpected 
growth of Japanese power and a gigantic struggle for supremacy 
in the Pacific and Indian oceans. Professor William J. Collins 
contrasts two world-conceptions, one is "science-ridden," "material- 
istic," in which "the state displaced the church," "matter and force 
are the masters," "disinterested virtue and sympathetic compassion 
are sacrificed to the will to power," "the will. . . .heart, conscience, 

soul [are] dismissed as so much metaphysical moonshine," "a 

brand new religion for Supermen." The nation that fits this de- 
scription is not named but may easily be guessed if we bear in 
mind that the author is an Englishman who calls these curious 
comments "The Aetiology of the European Conflagration." This 
discussion of "the deeper origin of the war" has indeed "a refresh- 
ingly scientific air" about it. At any rate Professor Eduard Meyer 
will find this scientific conception of history refreshing. p. c. 



